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TOURING the past two months there have been held three very
enthusiastic alumni banquets, detailed accounts of which appear elsewhere in this issue. It is with great pleasure that we
of the
student body observe the awakening of interest on the part of
the
Kenyon alumni. Although they have always felt kindly
and in a fil
lial manner towards their Alma Mater, yet they have often
been slow
to help her. And the cause has not been lack of
means. It may have
been the feeling that all gifts went for general expenses
instead of

towards an increase of endowment. This possible objection
has been
removed, and we feel confident that the apparent interest among
Ken
yon's alumni will show itself in a substantial manner.
The measure
of the success of their efforts will be the endowment of
the Benson
Alumni Professorship of the Latin Language and Literature.
The various alumni associations have endorsed the
movement, and a small
beginning has already been made. If the needs of the
College itself
and its noble and successful effort to keep the current
expenses below
the income do not incite the alumni to action, this
professorship, at
least, should appeal to all, being as it is, a lasting
memorial and per- -
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sonal tribute to Kenyon's most interested and devoted friend. If the
students of the past are as those of the present it will not be long
before this most essential chair is fully endowed.
effort of the Collegian during the past year to
space as possible to Gambier news and alumni
notes, that old students may in its pages read of the College of
and also hear of their friends of the past. We have not been as successful as we had hoped to be in filling out our alumni column, for
which we have been criticised. In this case, as often, the blame lies
largely with the faultfinders. Information of distant students can
only be obtained from the alumni themselves. Brief notes of interest, newspaper clippings, sent to the paper will bring before many
classmates the knowledge of the whereabouts and success of a friend,
and awaken fond recollections of their college days. We trust the
opportunity for mutual advantage will not be neglected, and particularly that our Alumni Associations will be interested in supplementing
our efforts.
HAS been the
IT devote
as much

to-da-

y,

representatives of the faculties of Oberlin,
RECENTLY certain
Adelbert, 0. S. U., and 0. W. U. met for the purpose of forming a quadrangular debating league among the Ohio colleges. The
meeting was successful in that certain rules and regulations
were drawn up and in their being subscribed to by 0. S. U. and 0. W.
U. These rules are printed in another column, and do not appear to
us to show any great skill in their production. It was stated that
these rules might not be final, and we suggest that to make the resulting form more effective a little less complicated form of government
be adopted. But whatever skill may or may not have been employed
in the formulation of the regulations, the purpose of the organization
At present there is no, or almost no, intercollegiis excellent.
ate debating among Ohio colleges. In fact it can be said that the
only evidence of literary activity in any of the educational institutions of this State, that is visible to the general public, is that manifested in the number and excellence of the college periodicals; and
here it may be said that the college papers published in Ohio are of a
standard of excellence unequaled in any of our sister States.

EDITORIAL.
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But the ability to write does not entail ability to speak, much less to
hence our pleasure in noticing this forward step. Here at
debate
Kenyon we are the proud possessors of a very excellent and useful
literary society, the work of that society being of the highest quality.
As yet we have not compared our abilities with those of any other
institution. Only in so doing can we do our best and most efficient
work, for then to the personal pride of the individual will be added
that of loyalty to the College. There is no reason why Kenyon, with
proper coaching, could not rank as well in debating as in athletics. It
has been the expressed wish of our President, as of several members
of Philo, that we challenge in debate such colleges as Oberlin, Adel-berand 0. S. U. Here is an opportunity to join in a league with the
best of the colleges in this State, which ought to be embraced. We
trust that the proper steps will be taken by Kenyon to this end, and,
if possible, before all the colleges have ratified the proposed rules.
t.

T HERE

has been formed among the students a " Billiard and Pool
Association," and a sufficiently large sum has been subscribed
for the purchase of three tables.
Thanks to the interest of
the faculty, a room in the College has been assigned for
the use of the club, and it is hoped that at the publication
of this number the tables will be in running order. The club is established on purely business principles, and a very creditable constitution
has been adopted by the shareholders.
The having a good billiard
and pool room of easy access will have a most beneficial result for the
students.
Almost every finished gentleman of
has a fair
acquaintance with the game, and the desire to acquire such knowledge
leads young men to those places where the means for the desired result are to be found, namely, billiard and pool parlors, with their accompanying saloons. Besides, such a club as this prospective one, will have
a very beneficial result in bringing different members of the student
body into closer and more friendly contact.
But to accomplish these
good results it is necessary that the rules be strictly enforced, and this
can only be done by the officers of the association having the entire
moral and expressed support of each one of the members.
to-da- y
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to be obliged to notice the decision of the class of
WE '98REGRET
to give up the proposed publication of the Revielle, the
College Annual. It had been hoped that the class would be able to
revive the annual, which the classes of '96 and '97 had passed by.
But it was found that the opposition of certain members of the faculty
would have to be encountered, and that the business depression made
it impossible to obtain any advertisements. Those who have ever
been connected with any college publication will realize how two such
considerations will affect the success of such a publication, and will
appreciate and approve the action taken by the class.

intercollegiate Debating.
the following from the College Transaipt.
with
the announcement in the last issue of the TranIN accordance
of four Ohio colleges met in Delaware durrepresentatives
script,
ing the holidays to discuss the feasibility of an intercollegiate debating
association. The delegates came at the invitation of Prof. Fulton, on
Saturday, Jan. 2, and were his guests during their stay in the city.
Prof. O. F. Emerson represented Adelbert, Prof. W. W. Cressy,
Oberlin, and Dr. Barrows the 0. S. U. These professors are from the
department of English in their respective institutions. Prof. Grove
We clip

represented the O. W. U.
Prof. Fulton presented the plan, practically as outlined in the last
issue of the Transcript. After discussing the matter the greater part
of the day the committee agreed upon a constitution as is given below.
The organization, consisting of the four colleges named above, is
to be known as the Ohio Intercollegiate Debating League. Annual
contests shall be held as follows : In 1897, Adelbert vs. Oberlin and
0. S. U. vs. 0. W. D. In 1898, Oberlin vs. 0. S. U. and O. W. U. vs.
Adelbert. In 1899, O. S. U. vs. Adelbert, and Oberlin vs. 0. W. U.
The same schedule is to recur in rotation.
Any undergraduate carrying ten hours may enter the debate.
The intercollegiate debate shall be held on the last Friday of
February and the first Friday of March, but in 1897 the Adelbert-Oberlidebate shall be held on the last Friday of April, and the 0. S.
U.-- O.
W. U. debate shall be held on the first Friday in May.
n
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The officers, elected annually by the Board of Directors, are a
,
President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. Adelbert, Ober-linin
above,
named
as
offices
0. S. U. and O. W. U. are to take the
rotation. They shall form the Executive Committee and shall belong
to the Board of Directors, which is composed of three students and
one professor from each of the colleges. This Board is to meet in
annual session at the time of the contests and transact such business
as shall further the interests and success of the League.
The President is to preside at the public debates. The Secretary
to
give ten days' notice before a meeting when a change in the Conis
The Treasurer is to give a bond of $1,000
stitution is to be proposed
and a surplus of $250 is always to be reserved for emergencies. The
Executive Committee selects judges, arranges for contests, etc.
Three judges and one alternate are to be selected forty days preceding the contest. All protests against judges are to be in twenty
days before the contest and each college may have but one judge removed. No relative of a contestant, or any person interested particularly in any one of the colleges shall sit as a judge.
Each one is to be his own judge of effective debating and shall
deliver his sealed vote at once after the debate to the Secretary, who
shall open them in the presence of the audience.
There shall be three contestants and an alternate to each college.
Speeches shall be fifteen minutes long with five minutes to the
affirmative for rebuttal.
The home college shall propose the question, the visiting college
shall have the choice of sides. The colleges first named in the list
shall propose the subjects for the first round of debates.
Allowable expenses are: railroad fares of judges, contestants,
alternates and directors, entertainment of judges, hall rent and miscellaneous expenses authorized by the Executive Committee.
The proceeds are to be devided among the four colleges, to be expended, subject to the approval of the college president, so as to forward the work of the association.
The Constitution shall take effect whenever adopted by the
faculties, or by associations organized in the several institutions under
the authority of the faculty. It shall be effective between any two or
three of these institutions that approve it if not adopted by all.
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The faculties at 0. W. U. and 0. S. U. have already adopted this
This insures us a debate, as the constitution provides
constitution.
may adopt and go ahead with debates. However,
two
three
or
that
to think that the faculties up at Oberlin and
reason
every
is
there
Adelbert will look upon the plan with favor when it comes before
them, and thus make the Ohio quadrangular leage a certainty.

editorial from the

same.

In another column we give an abstract of the proposed constitution for an intercollegiate debating league. There is every reason to
believe that the formation of the league is assured. O. W. U. and 0.
S. U. have already signified their intention of entering the association.
The faculties at Oberlin and Adelbert will consider the constitution in
the near future. The constitution is somewhat tentative and important
changes may yet be made.

5oot Ball ano Base Ball (Elections.
called a meeting of the foot
ball team, to tender his resignation from the captaincy, and for
the election of a new captain for the season of '97. Southworth stated
that owing to the press of college work and the present condition of
his health, he would not be able to devote sufficient attention to the
foot ball team to make it a success.
The nominees for the position were Conger and Jenkins. Jenkins
was elected upon the first ballot.
Mr. Jenkins has played on the team for three seasons, regularly
the last two. He is probably the best centre in the State, and is well
versed in the knowledge of the game. His playing is hard, clean and
strong. We feel confident that under his direction the season of '97
will be a most successful one.
The evening of January 19, a meeting of the members of last
year's base ball nine was called for the election of a captain for the
approaching season. W. H. Clark, '98, was unanimously elected. Mr.
Clark has played third base on the nine for two seasons, and is fully
competent for his position. We believe that under the direction of
Captain Clark and Manager Bubb the season will be a success in
every way.

MONDAY, January

11, Southworth

THE NEW YORK ALUMNI BANQUET.

(Efye

View IJork
F. T. A.

Banquet.

Ctlumnt
Jenkin,
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'84.

that President Peirce
W HENYorkit early learned
in December to attend
meeting of college

was coming; to New
presidents, the Kenyon Alumni Association of the East at once made preparations lor a banquet in his honor, and on the evening of December
11th a gathering of Kenyon men, young and old, such as has not been
seen in New York in many a day, if, indeed, ever before, assembled in
was

a

the parlors and overflowed into the library and lounging rooms of the
City Club. Young and old were there, and the class of '38 cracked
jokes with the class of '96 and compared, in reminiscent vein, the
customs of the fathers with those of the grandsons of Old Kenyon.
Among those present were the Rev. Cornelius Abbott, G. S. Allen,
the Rev. J. A. Aspinwall, the Rev. G. H. Boyer, the Rev. J. G. Bacchus, the Rev. W. B. Bodine, the Rev. Chas. II. Arnot, the Rev. Wm.
Bower, Chas. H. Babcock, Jr., G. D. Curtis, W. F. Douthart, Andrew
E. Douglass, the Rev. D. II. Greer, John W. Hughes, Col. J. E. Jacobs,
F. T. A. Jenkin, W. N. Kennedy, the Rev. Wm. S. Langford, John B.
Leavitt, John J. McCook, the Rev. Edward McGuffey, Chas. E.
Geo. J. Peet, Dr. Chas. P. Peterman, H. B. C Plymplon, the
Rev. D. B. Ray, Dr. O. D. Rockwell, S. B. Sturgess, the Rev. Geo. H.
Smith, James P. Stevens, Hon. L. B. Prince, L.L. D., Clinton P. Sinks,
Francis B. Swayne, Dr. T. J. Thompson, R. J. Trimble, C. O. Weiman,
Dr. Zatman Wardlow. There were present as guests Dr. Hoffman,
Dr. Townsend, Mr. J. S. Smith, and the Rev. G. M. Royce.
Promptly at 7 o'clock the long column formed, and led by President Peirce, Colonel John J. McCook and Rev. Dr. Wm. B. Bodine,
who for so many years labored so earnestly and effectively asKenyon's
president, passed into the dining hall. The large room, with its long
tables, crossed at both ends, was scarcely large enough to accommodate
the company. The committee have learned that in the future preparations must be made for delegations from Washington, Baltimore,
Philadelphia, Boston and many intermediate points, as well as from
"Greater New York." Through the kindness of President Peirce,
upon each plate was found a handsome illuminated and illustrated
Mil-min-

e,
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"Kenyon Calendar" for 1897, and many were the expressions of
pleasure and gratification at the beautiful and familiar Gambier views.
When a blessing had been asked by Dr. Langford, for two hours
college days, from '38 to '96, and also a good dinner, were discussed
with many a laugh and story. At the head of the table of honor sat
Dr. Bodine, who was the presiding officer of the evening. On his left
sat President Peirce, Rev. Dr. Charles F. Hoffman, president of the
Association for Promoting Church Colleges; Mr. John Sabine Smith,
and Rev. Dr. S. DeLancey Townsend, directors of that association, all
of whom were guests of the alumni. On the right of Dr. Bodine sat
Colonel John J. McCook, Rev. Dr. David H. Greer, Rev. Dr. William
When, at last, the cigars
S. Langford, and Mr. Francis B. Swayne.
Dr. Bodine arose and,
back,
were being lighted and the chairs pushed
Kenyon,
old
history
of
extended on berecalling briefly the glorious
most
a
hearty greeting
East
of
the
Association
Alumni
the
half of
and welcome to her latest president. When the applause with which
this introduction was greeted had subsided, Dr. Peirce responded substantially as follows :
" I am glad to meet the friends of Kenyon in New York again,
and I emphasize the word again for it carries my mind back to the informal gathering held last June, at which I had the pleasure of meeting several of you and discussing the ideals and future of the College.
As I said at that time, I believe that Kenyon, to succeed, must place
before itself a clear, firmly outlined object. It must adopt a definite
aim and work toward the realization of this end steadily and systematically. I believe that this ideal is found in its full development as a
small college with high standards of admission and graduation, and of
strong, coherent, organic life. It does not aspire to become a great
university, but it does hope and intends to attain this more modest but
none the less lofty aim. Every year should bring it nearer to this
desired end, and at each successive meeting of its association the college should be able to show progress and positive advance toward its
goal.

" We are able, I think, to point to indications of progress within
the past half year. Let me enumerate briefly some of them. First.
Finances. The College, during the present fiscal year, stands on a
strictly business basis. Its expenditures have been brought within its

THE NEW YORK ALUMNI BANQUET.
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estimated income without diminishing the efficiency of the instruction
that it offered. Applause. It is able to present its claims to business
men, and as an organization that is doing all that it can with the
means at its disposal to ask for financial support that its sphere of
work may be enlarged and its efficiency increased. During the past
summer a fund of $6,000 was raised for repairs in Old Kenyon, the
college dormitory. The building was equipped with hot water heating
system, bath rooms, etc., and was generally repaired throughout.
It
is now as commodious and comfortable a dormitory as can be found
anywhere, and its improved condition will materially increase the
number of students at the College. The classical, historic features of
the building, so dear to successive generations of Kenyon men, have
The College Park has also been beautified in
been left undisturbed.
many ways by the income of the Wing Fund, and its appearance is
now more attractive than ever.
" Second. Students. The College has enrolled thirty-twnew
names for the current year, a number equal to that of the whole body
We have
Applause.
of old students who returned to College.
sixty-fivnames in the catalogue this year and shall considerably increase this number next year. The present Senior class is very small
and we have a better chance of entering forty men next year than we
had of getting thirty this time. These new students have the making
of the best type of Kenyon men in them, and have already made
themselves prominent in college life. The foot ball team that defeated
the Ohio State University by a score of 34 to 18 on Thanksgiving Day
was composed largely of Freshmen.
Applause.
" Third. Standard.
Within the past month, by a unanimous vote
of the faculty, the college requirements for admission have been made
equal to those of Princeton, Amherst, Williams, Trinity, and the best
I believe that this is an important and
eastern colleges.
Applause.
necessary step, for only by this policy can we hope to attract students
from the best preparatory schools and maintain the reputation and
position the College has always enjoyed. The Academy has gladly
consented to alter its curriculum in accordance with our changed requirements, and we have reason to expect benefit from every quarter
in this line of work. Only in this way can Kenyon realize its best
o

e
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ideals, and every Kenyon man will be glad to know that this is the
position of his Alma Mater.
'The outlook lor the future is, from many points of view, encouraging. The College has the prospect of a wider and larger constituency. The dioceses outside of Ohio, two of which have Kenyon men
as bishops, are becoming interested in its work and will, undoubtedly,
send more students in the future. Kenyon is making the effort also to
gain a hold upon the best preparatory schools in Ohio and the States of
the whole Northwest, and will, I believe, gain many men for the future
that would otherwise go to eastern colleges. We are coming in closer
touch with the Ohio public school system, and as the advantages of the
college become more widely known to the high schools of the State
more students will come to Gambier.
" We propose also to issue this winter an alumni catalogue which
will contain the names of all those who have been connected with the
Laughter.
College, trustees, professors, alumni, and
"The future of the institution depends principally upon the support and interest of its Alumni, and this Association of the East may
Not many students will
do much toward advancing its prosperity.
come to Kenyon from New York City and vicinity, but substantial
financial aid should emanate from this center of wealth. This Association can greatly help Kenyon by active and thorough organization, by
frequent meetings in the interest of the College, and by making known
its claim upon philanthropists of the East. It may do much toward
accomplishing the definite project undertaken by the General Association at its commencement, meeting, namely, raising an endowment for
the chair of Latin in Kenyon College, the professorship to be named
in honor of its present incumbent, who, for fifty years, has been deProlonged
voted to the service of the College, Dr. Edward C. Benson.
This plan has the advantage of being a definite undertakapplause.
ing for the permanent advancement of Kenyon, of being a plan that
will arouse the enthusiastic support of the Kenyon men who have
known Dr. Benson and his work, and of being a fitting memorial to a
life spent so quietly, nobly and unselfishly in the work of the College.
The raising of this endowment, to a great degree, depends upon men
living in the East, and I believe that it will be accomplished. The
work of the institution must broaden and developo to keep pace with
non-graduate-

s.

THE NEW YORK ALUMNI BANQUET.

423

the times, and it is my sincerest desire that every Kenyon man may
point in future with pride to the position of his Alma Mater in the
college world and to the work that it is doing."
President Peirce's address aroused much enthusiasm, and it was
evident the alumni were convinced that the Board of Trustees had
made no mistake in its selection of a president.
Dr. Bodine said it seemed most fitting that, having heard from the
latest president of Kenyon College, we should now hear from one of
He thereupon introthe earliest of her presidents through his son.
duced Mr. Andrew E. Douglas, of the class of '38, who graduated during the presidency of his father.
Mr. Douglas briefly referred to the early days of Kenyon, her
trials and her victories, congratulated the alumni on her great prospects for the future as shown by President Peirce's address, and earnestly bade her new President "God speed" in the noble work to which
he had been called.
At this point letters were read from a large number of alumni,
regretting their inability to be present. Among those read were one
from Alfred M. Hoyt, one from Dr. Heman Dyer, and one from Dr.
James C. Wheat, the last of whom is the oldest living alumnus of
Kenyon. The last two mentioned were students at Kenyon in 1829,
1830 and 1831.
Dr. Bodine then called upon Dr. John J. McOook, referring to his
distinguished career in war and peace, and gracefully combining his
military title and the academic degree conferred upon him by Harvard, Lafayette and other institutions of learning.
After congratulating President Peirce upon the fact that so large
a number of the influential alumni of Kenyon had come to welcome
him, Dr. McCook made an address, of which the following is an outline :
" The usefulness of Kenyon as a College cannot be measured by
its seventy years of existence nor by the number of its graduates. Its
corner-stonwas laid in faith and the institution was from the first
dedicated to the service of God and the advancement of sound learning. Nothing but a missionary spirit of the highest and most consecrated type could have taken a man like Bishop Chase into the then
wilderness beyond the Alleghenies to establish a school of the Proph- e
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ets and to build up a college to furnish to the church a pious and
learned ministry.
"Bishop Chase was an exceptional man, of great physique and
mental power, a very giant, rugged and firm, but always true to his
own conviction of justice and right. As a missionary Bishop he carried the Banner of the Cross and the order of his church to the then
frontier. With an abounding faith, having seen the Seminary and
College well established, he left his work at Gambier to devoted successors and moved on another stage, to the newer frontier of Illinois.
"At this day it is hard to appreciate, and no one can adequately
estimate, the services rendered to Christianity and to the cause of
sound learning by Bishop Chase and the Seminary and College he
founded on Gambier Hill.
"Here in the presence of so many clergymen and others who look
back with affectionate regard to Kenyon as their Alma Mater, I am
sure that I will not be misunderstood when I say that the great Prot
estant Episcopal Church of the United States, with the control of
practically unlimited wealth and influence, will be recreant to a most
sacred trust, and at, the same time deprive itself of a great blessing
and glorious privilege, if an institution like Kenyon, which has done
so much in the last fifty years to furnish that church with a godly and
learned ministry, is permitted to retrograde or decay.
"When 1 look about this table and see such men as Doctors Greer
and Langford, Bodine and Boyer and many other clergymen who are
known and honored throughout their church and throughout the land,
and when I recall the names of the five Bishops, White, Burton, Brooke,
Gray, and Kendrick, all now living, who were prepared at Kenyon for
their high offices. I cannot but ask, has your church reached such a
position that it can afford to ignore or to let die from inadequate support
an institution that has produced and is producing such men?
"As many of you know, I am a Presbyterian by birth and conviction, but, like most Presbyterians, I am broad enough in my sympathies and interests to rejoice in the prosperity and progress of the
great church to which you belong. My experience, from studying the
progress of my own and other churches, teaches me that those of us
who live here upon the seaboard or in the great centers of population
cannot safely depend upon this section of t lie country alone to furnish
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an adequate supply of highly educated, energetic, active, godly, manly
ministers to fill our pulpits. As in the past, many of our best men,
in all the professions, will in the future come to us from the smaller

colleges in the Central West, and even from more remote parts of the
country, and no church which expects to make progress and to do its
share in converting and training the people in the knowledge and
service of Christ can afford to ignore or be indifferent to the claims of
such colleges.
u It, is worthy of attention from such an assemblage
as this that
there are more Episcopal students at Harvard, at Yale, and at Princeton than at any college under distinctively Episcopal control in the
country. Such students are well cared for at the great universities
named, and every facility is given them to attend the services of their
own church, but the result is that relatively few of them enter the
ministry of that church.
"At Kenyon, as one might reasonably expect from an institution
under church control, a very large percentage of graduates present
themselves for orders. This is as it should be. Your great church
cannot afford to ignore such facts ; it can only do so at its peril.
"An endowment of $250,000 would multiply the efficiency of
Keyon as a church college, and $100,000 will secure its permanent continuance and greatly enlarge its teaching power and usefulness. No
money is now required for new buildings, they are ample and well
adapted to present needs. Cannot the man or the woman be found
ready to do this great thing for the honor of their church and the conservation of sound learning?
"The services rendered by Kenyon College to the church amply
justify th strongest possible appeal which can be made in its behalf,
but when we consider what it has done for the country by its patriotism, a new obligation is created which cannot be lightly ignored.
" During the war of the rebellion Kenyon men took a very active
part in upholding the government, and, considering the number of its
alumni, they filled more prominent positions than the representatives
of any other college. Two out of three of Mr. Lincoln's greatest Cabinet Minist rs, Edward M. Stanton and Sal mon 1'. Chase, were Kenyon men. Henry Winter Davis, of Maryland, exercised a wide influence npon the floor of the House of Representatives, while David
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Davis and later Chief Justice Chase and Justice Stanley Matthews
occupied places upon the bench of the Supreme Court of the United
States.
" In the field she had five Major Generals and a large number of
Brigadier Generals, among these General Matthews and Hayes, the
latter subsequently becoming President of the United States. A
great number of the alumni and undergraduates entered the army)
and many of them attained considerable rank.
"At that time Kenyon had a large body of Southern students,
who returned to their homes, and a number of them, such as Jack
Hubbard, of Arkansas, and Tom Morgan, of Kentucky, served the
cause they had espoused with bravery and distinction, and both of
them, I believe, died in battle.
"When the reverberation of the first shot on Sumter reached the
quiet halls of Kenyon its then president, Lorin Andrews, immediately
offered his services to the Governor of Ohio. He was appointed a
Colonel and led to the field the Fourth Ohio Regiment of Infantry, in
command of which he died.
"A large number of the students wished to join their president in
entering the service, but this he discouraged, as he hoped that the war
would be quickly over and that it need not break the routine of college life.
" To give you an impression of the effect of the war upon a WestCollege
like Kenyon, I may state that the number of applications
ern
for rooms in College and for examination in the class entering in 1861
Before the time for the class to assemble fifty
numbered eighty-fivof these applicants had either enlisted or were prevented by circumstances growing out of the war from presenting themselves for admiswho entered, about twenty abandoned the
sion. Of the thirty-fivfield,
leaving only filleen or sixteen to graduate at
class room for the
the end of the course. These figures are sufficient to account for the
greatly reduced number of students at Kenyon.
" When President Lincoln first called for volunteers the spirit of
patriotism was strongly aroused in the College. One of the students,
my classmate and roommate, a wonderfully handsome and splendid
young fellow, not yet eighteen years of age, seemed to be completely
overcome by patriotic enthusiasm, and determined without a mo- e

e
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merit's hesitation to enter the army. He left Gambier in the same
stage that took President Andrews to Mt. Vernon. They went from
Mt. Vernon in the same train to Newark, the President going on to
Columbus to receive his commission, while the young collegian immediately enlisted as a private soldier in the Second Ohio Kegiment,
which was passing through Newark that day on its way to Washington. Although without a uniform or musket the lad fell into his place
in the ranks and quickly mastered all the details of the duties of a
soldier.
''At the first battle of Bull Run the Ohio regiment of which this
young Kenyon lad was a member was one of the two or three which
maintained their organization, and it was charged with the duty of
covering the retreat of the defeated army. As this young soldier was
marching along with his company, which was the last in the regiment,
he saw his father, a man more than sixty years of age, at work at a
field hospital by the side of the road, caring for the wounded and
dying. He ran to his father and offered to stay with him to help in
his work, but the father told his boy that as he belonged to the fighting force he must not stay, but should return to his company at once.
The lad started to join the rear guard, when a squad of cavalry, consisting of an officer and a number of men, dashed upon him and demanded his surrender. This he declined to do. Firing his musket he
disabled the officer, and backing up against a tree held the other
mounted men off with his bayonet, in the use of which he had become
very expert.
" His father, hearing the demand of the cavalrymen to surrender,
called out to him to do so, but the lad replied, 'Father, I will never
surrender,' and at that moment he was mortally wounded by a shot
from one of the cavalrymen's carbine.
"The horsemen dashed away to follow the rear guard, while the
aged father raised the dying lad in his arms. He seemed to fully realize his condition, and with difficulty said, ' Father, I know my wound
is fatal and that I shall soon die. Tell mother that I refused to surrender and that I am perfectly willing to die for my country.' The
lad could not again speak aloud, so the aged father put his ear down
so as to catch the slightest sound, and could hear his boy repeating to
himself t he familiar line from Horace's ode against the degeneracy of
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the Roman youth, ' Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori,' and so he
passed away, as a young scholar with a high sense of patriotism might
wish to die.
''Afterwards the mother of that lad, wishing to create a memorial
of him in connection witli the College which had such a large place in
his heart, caused to be placed in the tower of the beautiful chapel on
the College campus the largest bell of the chime, and upon its rim
there is inscribed in high relief the words, 'Dulce et decorum est pro
patria mori,' so that when the students of Kenyon are called to hourly
duty or to worship they may have a continual reminder of that spirit
of patriotism which enthused and controled the life of her students at
the time of the greatest crisis in their country's history.
u You may never have heard of this incident, Mr. President, but
when in the future you hear the deep tone of that great bell, may it
inspire you with a renewed energy and determination to so teach and
impress upon the successive classes coming under your influence at
Kenyon, that while acquiring the learning which will make them cultivated gentlemen they may never fail to recognize and fulfill their
obligation to God and country."
Dr. McCook's eloquent address was enthusiastically received, and
the touching and beautiful incident with which he closed found moisture in the eyes of more than one. It was not generally known to the
members that the young hero of whom it was related was the next
elder brother of Dr. McCook, and one of the nine brothers who, with
their father, gave to Ohio and to the world the deathless heritage of
'The Fighting McCooks."
Dr. Bodine next called upon Rev. Dr. David H. Greer, rector of
St. Bartholomew's Church, as one of the Trustees of the College, to
give some practical hints on the best way to endow our Alma Mater
Dr. Greer made a very stirring and earnest appeal to every Kenyon
man to do his duty, lie reviewed the splendid work that Kenyon had
done in the past and the grander work she was called upon to do in
the future. He expressed his appreciation of the fact that the high
standard of scholarship at Kenyon had not only been maintained, but
had been advanced, and said that he hoped and believed this was the
most effective way of securing both students and funds. He discussed
jn the most practical way her needs in the way of large endowment
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and the importance of obtaining that endowment at the earliest possible moment, setting forth in detail the plan of alumni endowment
which had obtained at certain eastern colleges, by which the body of
alumni, instead of a cash endowment, were regarded as principal; he
favored the endowment of needed professorships by obtaining from
the alumni all over the country pledges to pay a fixed sum, large or
small, annually toward the maintenance of these professorships. Such
an arrangement should by no means prevent large and munificent
gifts by individuals, but would rather tend to the making of such gifts
by reason of the widespread interest which would be aroused in the
body of alumni. If every Kenyon man would only do what he could
for his Alma Mater, Kenyon would not be long in need of an endowment that was more than ample.
Mr. Hoffman, who is well known from his prominent connection
with the Association for the promotion of Church Colleges, was next
called upon. He spoke somewhat as follows :
He congratulated Kenyon that it had taken lately a step in life,
liberty and greatness, by seeking larger pasture than diocesan lines
and diocesan control. In connection with this he declared in favor of
having a man on deck, without interference, and holding him responsible for success or retirment.
Speaking of our colleges generally, while admitting the high position of Kenyon in the production of worthies since the Revolution,
he claimed a high position for William and Mary before the Revolution. It has been said of this Church College, William and Mary :
"No other institution of learning in the United States has made such
a deep and lasting impression on American history," producing in her
alumni four signers of the Declaration of Independence, two Attorney-GeneralJudges, a Lieutenant-Genera- ,
fifteen Senators, thirty-sevetwenty-sevethe
in
Revolution, several Cabinet
two Commodores,
whom
the Constitution has been
Marshall
(to
officers, Chief Justice
the
first American Congress,
of
the
first
President
largely attributed),
three Presidents of the United States, and, possibly, indirectly, fifty
members of Congress, seventeen Governors of Virginia and other
States, and numberless eminent persons.
But while we have glory in the past, we have glory to make in the
future, and herein we have a high and strong call to be up and doings,
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Our interests are very large. We have before us a great subject and
a great field. There never was a time in our country when, socially,
politically, diplomatically, commercially, scientifically and religously,
our educational institutions, as fountains, needed more care than now.
As a part of the Anglo-Saxorace, which is looking forward, even
if with blinded eyes, to the control of this world,
we control
now), we should not lose sight of the great educational institutions
in Great Britain. They have contributed more than we can tell to the
nobility of their nation. They have been a mighty power for the true
historic Church of the great West. In the embrace of these points we
of the West, practically surpass the East.
To keep up with all t'ns, and to guide the tides which cannot
sweep lack, we need a controlling educational power (which is, above
all else, the search for wisdom in the fear of God) which works for the
best advancement of man, a creature of humanity which, in the Person
of Jesus Christ, was taken unto God. In this way only can we
properly lead the world, and most ably meet the Altgelds in the State,
and individualistic religious characters of the day.
The times have changed. We are no longer a nation of farmers.
The conservatism of the
citizens which filled the country in
our fathers' days has been shattered. The stability of the old planters
has gone. We have a common school system, without religion, and
without even the moral which grows out of following the trades. A
second grade race has been made our equals at the ballot-box- .
Our
digestion has been sadly disturbed by raw and wild immigration.
The serious strife for life has come, and in all this we need the best
education the day can produce to meet the hours through
to supply the truest fountains of life in this
which we are passing
work, our church schools, colleges and seminaries should take the lead.
"The perpetuity of the government," according to Washington's farewell address, " will depend on the moral and religious training of the
n
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youth."
In some way religion must be taught. Daniel Webster went so
far as to say, " It is all idle, it is a mockery and an insult to common
sense to maintain that a school for the instruction of youth, from which
Christian instruction by Christian teachers is sedulously and rigorously
shut out, is not deistical and infidel both in its purpose and in its
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tendency." " Despotism," said Dr. Tocqueville, " may govern without
religious faith, but liberty can not."
The association which exists for their interests, of which I have
the honor to be president, is doing something toward this. We have
established in five of our great educational institutions prize scholarships, with a Board of Examiners from Columbia, Princeton, Yale and
Harvard. While the contest is a severe one, to its honor, be it said
Kenyon is contesting in this struggle manfully, God bless her!
Mr. Hoffman was followed by Mr. Langford, who spoke very
and interestingly. Among other remarks he made the
following :
" We have already listened to the expressions of thoughts poetical, patriotic and practical, but 1 think we may well fix our attention
upon the practical statement made by President Peirce that the administration has planned to bring the expenditures of the College
within its receipts, and that it is probable, although it will have to be
by very strict economy and by keeping everything down to the lowest
point that the present year will show no financial deficiency. This
certainly will appeal to practical minds as the right way to go to work
to commend the College for more liberal support.
It must be that the
friends of the College will come to its help and see that it is properly
equipped to conduct its affairs upon the high plane which the president has indicated.
u I know very little about raising money, but my experience has
led me to believe that money is to be had for specific objects whenever they are brought definitely before people and commend themselves as worthy of help. I cannot but think there is somewhere in
the woods some one who may be brought out as the strong friend of
Kenyon College. The thing is to find that friend who will lead the
way by his own generous gift in making more useful and valuable the
fine plant which exists on Gambier Hill."
Dr. Bodine next called upon Mr. Swayne.
Mr. Swayne said that his associations with Kenyon commenced
with his school days at Harcourt and ended with those of trustee. He
remembered the reverence with which he regarded the College men,
and it seemed to him that they were giants in those days. He still
i
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thought (hat he had never seen a more splendid lot of young men
than (hose who were students of Kenyon at that time.
lie spoke of Professor Benson, who reminded him of the teacher
in Goldsmith's "Deserted Village," who, " if severe in aught, Ins love
for learning was in fault." That Professor Benson's life had been one
of such devotion to high ideals, and so full of purity and sweetness,
that its influences were not confined to Gambier, but were felt by all,
whether they had come in contact with him or not, or perhaps had
never seen or heard of him.
The signs of the times show an altruistic spirit; there is more of
a disposition to stop and think of our duty to others. In the last election self and party were forgotten, and only country thought of. He
was glad that Kenyon graduates seemed at last disposed to stop and
think of their Alma Mater. She had passed through the trials of poverty and distress ; she seemed to be forgotten of her children ; she had
yearned for them and listened for their footsteps; she had called
them, but without response; an endless night seemed to be settling
down upon her, but at last in response to her cry of " Watchman, tell
us of the night," the answer came, " The morning cometh ; " at her
gates she had found a president ; a prophet with honor in his own
country, in touch and sympathy with her students; gladly accepted
by the other members of the faculty as their leader. Taking the helm
with a firm grasp, he was already steering the ship into smooth waters,
with every prospect of reaching success. The standard of admission
had been raised, and it looked as though Kenyon would be restored to
her former rank in the best of colleges. That there were many advantages in small colleges ; among others was the close contact with
the faculty and opportunities for careful and individual instruction
That although Kenyon College had not sent forth
and influence.
large numbers of graduates, no college had sent forth better equipped
men, some of whom were most distinguished, but, above all, she had
sent forth many soldiers of the Cross who were quietly making the
world better and nobler; that though the immediate results of their
labors might not be apparent, and although there seemed to be so
many who did not themselves attend church, still we find that society, as
a whole, is permeated by the influence of the gospel, men who never set
foot in church openly recognize Christianity as the true standard of life.
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In order to fulfil lier promises of success it was necessary that
Kciiyon graduates should wake up and stand by her. He said that
(he interest of the Yale graduates in their college was famous, and
thought this was partly due to the fact that at every commencement
graduates were present, and
the triennial, decennial and twenty-yeaperhaps intermediate meetings brought numbers of them back to New
Haven and kept them in touch with the College, informed as to what
was going on and as to the needs of their Alma Mater. Then, again,
the graduates undertook by classes to raise funds each year for the aid
Ken-voof the University, and that it was in the power of each
in
a
to
the
be
raise
only
little,
it
though
something,
do
graduate to
r

n

way of help, or to find out what is being done and send a word of encouragement. That Kenyon with her soldiers, statesmen, judiciary
and bishops had a bright record in the past, and if her graduates and
friends would only rally to her aid that there was no reason why her
record should not be as glorious in the future.
Dr. Bodine then introduced the Rev. G. Monroe Royce, the author
Kenyon article in the Churchman, as one who was genuinely
the
of
interested in the College. Mr. Royce, in reply, expressed his pleasure
at meeting so many Kenyon men and at hearing so many words of
hopefulness about the College. He said that the work of preparing
his article had led to a rapidly growing enthusiasm for Kenyon in his
heart, and that lie had never enjoyed the task of preparing literary
work more thoroughly. He emphasized the need of the church for
church colleges, and the obligation entailed upon the church for their
support. Mr. Royce also dwelt at some length upon the natural beauty
of Gambier and upon his pleasurable experiences during his visits to
the College in June.
Dr. Bodine then introduced Col. J. E. Jacobs, of Baltimore, as one
most energetic and enthusiastic alumni, who had come to
Kenyon's
of
New York to attend the dinner at no small p rsonal inconvenience.
Col. Jacobs, in response, viewed briefly the efforts of the alumni to
raise funds for the College during the past five years, and expressed
the hope and conviction that the work so generously undertaken would
continue and grow. lie expressed his own willingness and eagerness
to do anything that he could to advance Kenyon's interests if the way
could be made clear and the line of work definitely indicated. He
--
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expressed his satisfaction at the number of Kenyon supporters who
were present and at their manifest desire to promote the welfare of the
College, and said that it augured an energetic and useful future for the
Alumni Association of the East. Col. Jacobs was obliged to leave
immediately alter speaking to catch the midnight train for Baltimore.
The next speaker was the Rev. Dr. Boyer, of Philadelphia, who
spoke feelingly of the many dear associations and memories that had
been quickened by the accounts of the College in Gambier. He dwelt
upon his own absence from the Hill, his desire to return, and his satisfaction that the work of the College was developing. He said that his
own affection for his Al ma Mater was as
and earnest as
ever, and that he should be glad to do his part toward promoting her
prosperity.
Mr. John Brooks Leavitt followed, and moved the resolution expressing the confidence of the alumni in the present administration.
He called attention, first, to the fact that Mr. Pierce was in a more
favorable situation than any of his predecessors. In the past every
president had encountered the carping criticism of those who had
wanted some one else to be named. It was one of the things that
had kept Kenyon down, the unwillingness of men loyally to support
He believed that this was the time to apply the
the administration.
principle of the text, "Forgetting the things that are behind, let us
press forward," etc. No matter what had been said or done in the
past, whether rightly or wrongly, he believed it to be the duty of all
the alumni loyally to support the new President's hands and do all
they could to aid him in building up the College. Allegiance to the
Alma Mater is paramount over loyalty to any man. As he understood
it, President Pierce has support on all sides, and that being so, there
was more hope for the future than there had ever been before.
Mr. Leavitt also said that while Kenyon's friends in the East
could not conscientiously recommend any young man to go out to
Kenyon College if he expected to spend his life in the East, yet there
was a duty which did rest upon Kenyon's friends in the East, and that
was a duty which the last campaign demonstrated to be a very important one. It was there shown that there is great jealousy of the
East all through the West. Jealousy is largely begotten of ignorance.
What is needed in the West is education, sound education, education
deep-seate-
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not
in the West of western men by western men. The West will
to
educated
be
heed the counsels of the East. Western men should
colleges
such
is
at
given
The education which
lead western thought.
which
as Kenyon is the education which lie West, needs. The duty
the
in
known
make
is
to
Kenyon
rests upon the eastern alumni of
wealth
the
men
of
our
eastern
upon
East her needs and to emphasize
necessity there is that they should build up and strengthen western
collegeswhich shall act as centres of that influence which the West
so sorely needs. It is the best way in the long run for them to conserve their own interest, better than by bullets, easier than by ballot.
The following resolutions were then adopted:
Resolved, That the Kenyon Alumni Association in the East has
heard with profound pleasure the report of President Peirce as to the
work recently done at the College and as to its prospects for the
future, and expresses its belief that the affairs of the College are being
administered on the right lines and that we have good reason to indulge in bright auguries for the future.
Resolved, That the Kenyon men here assembled thank their venerable associate. Rev. Herman Dyer, D. D., for his words of cheer, and
tender to him their warmest felicitations on his happy, useful and distinguished life, and express their hopes that he may long be spared to
inspire us with his example and by his counsels.
Following the remarks of Mr. Leavilt a business meeting of the
association was held. The officers elected for the ensuing year were :
President, Rev. Dr. David II. Greer; Vice Presidents, John J.
Francis B. Swayne, Rev. Dr. William B. Bodine ; Secretary,
Francis T. A. Junkin ; Executive Committee, Col. J. E. Jacobs, Rev.
Dr. W. S. Langford, Grove D. Curtis, John Brooks Leavitt, and the
President, Vice Presidents and Secretary.
Also a new Constitution was adopted, and the following resolution
was passed :
Resolved, That the Executive Committee be instructed to undertake the work of raising funds for the Benson Professorship among
the friends of the College in New York, and also to nominate one of
their number to the Presidency of the Alumni Association, and the
President of the College for appointment on the general committee to
secure endowment.
I
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This closed the business of the evening, and all who were present
went away more loyal alumni and more ready to help the dear old
College.
Cfye

dlecelanb Glumm Banquet.

70R some time before Christmas efforts were being made by the
Alumni Association of Cleveland to have a large number of the
members present at their annual banquet, that it might not fall
short in interest to that of the Alumni Association of the East. In
order to allow as many of the undergraduates as possible to attend,
the date was set for the evening of the last, day of the term, Wednesday, Dec. 23d. The College was well represented at the banquet, but
the lateness of the term in closing prevented many from being present who otherwise could have spared the time.
The banquet was held at the Stilman, and began about 9 o'clock.
After an appetizing repast the very interesting program of addresses,
interspersed with songs, began. Mr. J. M. Henderson presided. He
opened by expressing the pleasure he felt at being allowed to witness
another gathering of the Kenyon Alumni. He spoke of his sorrow at
the absence of Mr. Mather, from whom he read a letter of regret; and
concluded by calling upon the Rt. liev. Bishop Leonard to reply to the
toast, ''The Church."
Bishop Leonard briefly reviewed the history of Kenyon College,
dwelling particularly upon its relations with the three great prelates
of Ohio. He spoke of the great step taken in advance when the constitution of the institution was changed so that the authority of the
President was isolated from that of the Bishop. Kenyon, he concluded, belonged to the Episcopal Church, was her especial charge,
had and would receive her support. And the Church owed also a debt
of gratitude to the College, for there had been reared and trained
many of her strongest men, her most eloquent preachers. Kenyon
and the Church were inseparable, Kenyon was a bright jewel in her
crown.
President Peirce next responded to the subject, " The Present and
Future." He spoke of the pleasure he had in meeting the Kenyon
Alumni Association of Northern Ohio and in bringing them greeting
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the East. He complimented them on their
and
their ability to hear of the College often
nearness to Gambier,
to give a brief account of what had
then
proceeded
He
directly.
and
He was pleased to report
doing
Gambier.
in
was
what
and
done
been
the unusually favorable condition and prospects of the College, both
as to its financial condition and as to the size of the student body.
"An unusually large class has entered this fall, and a larger one can
reasonably be expected next year. The material equipment of the
College has been greatly improved by the renovation of Old Kenyon,
by the electric power plant that has been placed in the basement of
Ascension, and by grading and other improvements upon the campus.
A wider interest on the part of the Church in the College is also being
felt. Unmistakable evidences of interest and support have come to
us in the last few months from the dioceses of Pittsburg, Lexington,
and Indiana, and it is the earnest desire of the College to extend its
influence throughout the Church in the Northwest. The alumni of
Kenyon will have no small share in working out the future of the
College. It must rely upon Kenyon men for support in arousing interest in the College, in sending students to Gambier, and in contributing to its treasury. The General Alumni Association last commencement undertook the endowment of the Benson Alumni Professorship
of Latin, an undertaking which is not only of the utmost importance
to the work of the College, but also is a worthy memorial to a life
that has been given, with singular simplicity and unselfishness, with
unwavering devotion and tireless energy, to the work of the College.
It is a life which has exerted an incalculable influence for good upon
Kenyon students of the last half century, urging them by its beautiful
This association should
example toward nobility and uprightness.
have no small share in the attainment of this object."
The undergraduate toast was responded to by Southworth, '98. He
spoke of the happy selection of the subject, being one that would appeal equally to alumni and student. He urged the claims of certain
college organizations upon the alumni, showing how the strength and
efficiency of these organizations were directly proportional to the benefit in liberal culture to be obtained at the College. But he felt sure
that the increased interest on the part of the alumni in the College
would extend itself to the desired
and that all interested
from the Association of
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in the College would work together to maintain and raise the high
standard of culture for which Kenyon is so widely known.
The last, toast on the program, " The Bar," was responded to by
Mr. James Lawrence. Mr. Lawrence commenced with a humorous remark or so relating to the prejudices of some against his profession.
But, though there were rascals in the profession, he was proud
to say that of all the Kenyon men in Cleveland who were lawyers
there was not one who was not, a gentleman, nor an honor to that
profession, or a credit to the College
Mr. Henderson then called upon several for impromptu speeches.
Dr. Benson entertained the company with some delightful
f
his earlier days, and told many anecdotes of the students
who had at different times come under his instruction.
H. F. Williams spoke of the Kenyon Military Academy, of the
excellent class of cadets there this year, and of their efforts to raise
funds for a new athletic field.
Dr. Guy B. Case spoke of the happy days spent at college and of
his pleasure at being present that evening.
Mr. Leonard Blake, of St. Louis, told how he had been persuaded
to attend the banquet by Dr. Benson. He also spoke of the happy
years he had spent on Gambier PI ill.
Mr. Henderson regretted that, as the hour was growing late, he
would not be able to call upon more of those present for remarks. He
then called for the " Parting Song," to the tune of "Auld Lang Syne,"
which was heartily joined in by all.
During the banquet there was enthusiastic singing, and Doan, '97,
deserves great credit for the selection and leading of the songs, and
also Bubb, '99.
The banquet was much enjoyed by all, and if there were not as
many present as had been hoped, those there will come again.
There were present Messrs. J. M. Henderson, the Rt. Rev. Bishop
Leonard, President W. F. Peirce, James Lawrence, Chas. Stanton, Dr.
E. C. Benson, Dr. Guy B. Case, Leonard Blake, H. F. Williams, George
Duuam, Harry B. Sawyer, Arthur Dumper, John A. Sipher, Lon M.
Snyder, the very Rev. Chas. D. Williams, E. S. Barkdull, Constant
Southworth, C. C. Bubb.
reminis-censeso-
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Prior to the dinner the annual meeting was held, at which the
officers were elected: President, Hon. A. J. Ricks ;
J. M. Henderson; Second Vice President, Hon. James Lawrence; Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. Alfred II. Granger; Historian,
the Rev. John Skilton; Executive Committee, J. H. Dempsey, Esq.,
L. M. Snyder, Esq., the Rev. E. S. Barkdull, Mr. Wm. Reynolds and
following

Vice-Presiden-

t,

F. H. Ginn, Esq.
(Efye

Chicago Ctlumnt Banquet.

Strong.
Chicago, January 12, 1897.
annual dinner of the Kenyon Alumni Association, of Chicago,
was held this afternoon at the Great Northern Hotel, with the
guest of honor, Rev. Wm. F. Pierce, the President of Kenyon College.
The sons of the historic old institution, which was founded early in the
century, at Gambier, by Bishop Philander Chase, the first b'shop
of Ohio, as later of Illinois, have given their strength and ability and
done much toward bringing the West into prominence ; and while the
alumni are few in numbers who are le afed in and near Chicago,
among them are enrolled not a few of the best representative citizens.
The occas'ons of these dinners are anticipated by Kenyon's sons,
and once a year her graduates are taken back to the days of their
halls, within which
youth which were spent in the college's vine-clatheir life's training was received. At this occasion were present three
grandsons of Bishop Chase, the pioneer prelate, the example of whose
energy and perseverance lives after in the men who have gone forth
from the massive walls he reared, to fill all positions of State and
Church, from President and Bishop to the humbler walks of good
citizens.
President Pierce, the youngest college president in the United
States, has succeeded illustrious predecessors, and promises to be no
less sue essful. Certainly he won all hearts and minds
Gathered at the board were eighteen lo3al sons and true, presided
over by Charles M. Sturges, the President of the Alumni Association,
who, after a satisfying lunch, in introducing the executive head of
Kenyon, briefly but comprehensively noted the care and responsibility
W. H.
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and the drain upon the nervous energy that such a position entails.
While the personal appearance of President Pierce indicates a lack of
burden of years, his p"rsonality, hacked as it is by what has been done
under his direction toward a rejuvenation of this old College, set at
rest any previously formed idea that might have arisen, that there was
lacking the experience needed to insure a successful administration.
Beginning pleasantly with an anecdote or two that illustrated well his
possession of a bishop's head on a deacon's shoulders, as also his fin
de Steele patronage of athletics, President Pierce continued, in part, as
follows, keeping the close attention and exciting warm appreciation
on t he part of his hearers :
" The situation at Gambieris unusually encouraging. In many ways
we can look forward to increasing development in the future. I believe
if Kenyon College is to succeed, is to do the best for itself, it is necessary for it to set before itself a clear idea of what it is to be, and then
to seek persistently and continually to realize that ideal, in so far as it
is possible. I believe the goal toward which we must work at Gambier
is the development of a small college, developing its undergraduate
course with high standards of admission and work, with a degree
worth as much (as it always has been from Kenyon) as that from any
college in our land. It is through this policy that there has developed
that brilliant roll of alumni for which Kenyon stands
among the other institutions of our land. It is our idea to become a
full, efficient, small college.
" I believe the best undergraduate collegiate training can be done
in an institution with an entering class of from 60 to 75, and a roll of
undergraduates of somewhere about 200 men. That is about the number of men that we can take care of to best advantage in the thousand
and one ways which can develope in each man the best there is in him;
which can give him that development of character and adaptability
which is the essence of education. Our requirements for admission
are equal to those of our best Eastern institutions, as Amherst and
Williams, and Yale.
''All those under the direction of the Episcopal Church, at least
in this whole Northwest, should look to Gambier for their college.
From Faribault and Nashotah, the Howe School at Lima, the Uni- pre-emine-

nt

.

THE CHICAGO ALUMNI BANQUET.

441

versify School at Cleveland, and other institutions as these, I believe,
we shall, in the future, gain no small part of our students.
"Old Kenyon has been thoroughly overhauled and modernized,
and is now a convenient and comfortable building. The scientific department has made some notable advances, as in the electric power
plant in the north end of Ascension Hall. Electric light has ceased
to be a novelty. Rosse Hall is considerably improved, and the campus
largely beautified. The number of our student body is considerably
We have the
increased, too. This year 35 new names being enrolled
prospect of at least 40 more in September, and still larger numbers
are expected. Our freshmen have taken considerable prominence in
athletics and in the literary programmes of the College. Then, too, the
bishops of two of the dioceses that border on Ohio are Kenyon graduates, warmly interested in Kenyon. Bishop White, of Indiana, is a
Bishop Burton, of Lexington,
member of our Board of Trustees,-anas
soon as certain limitations of
member
a
will
be
undoubtedly
Ky.,
removed.
be
Board
can
the
" Financially, the condition is hopeful, the end of the year showa
ing clean balance sheet. Increased endowments are in sight, partly
from bequests. The Benson Alumni Professorship of the Latin Language and Literature is arousing the loyal support and enthusiasm of
every man who has known Dr. Benson during his college days. Over
fifty years Dr. Benson has been on Gambier Hill, his life a blessing to
generations of college students.
'"If we think the College has a place in the American life of the
Twentieth century, if we believe it has a sphere of work to perform,
and that it is doing that work successfully and well with the means at
its disposal, I think that we can expect, reasonably, that each succeeding year will bring us nearer to the goal that we all desire for the old
institution, will enable us to approach constantly nearer to that ideal,
and thus bring us nearer to what we all desire, as Kenyon men, for
our Alma Mater."
Hearty was the applause as President Pierce closed, as, indeed, at
intervals during the address, particularly at the beautiful eulogy on
Doctor Benson, whose image is enshrined in many a Chicago heart.
The Chair asked those whose hearts stirred anew, under the President's winged words, with pride in Kenyon, to express their senti- d
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ments, and bappy responses were made by Messrs. W. P. Elliott, PhiB. Pratt, of the Church of the Anuneia-tion- ;
Geo. B. Cass and M. A. Mayo. Particularly feeling were Mr.
Elliott's words, who said he felt sure that he voiced the love of Ken-yothat was beating there in at least a score of hearts. The President's report of the condition of the institution assured Kenyon's
future.
Philander Chase, a striking
of the "Prince-Bishop,- "
his grandfather, said : " My heart, burns for Old Kenyon as
it has not for many years. I have in my house a window-sea- t
in imitation of the deep Gambier embrasures."
Rev. Mr. Pratt gave delightful reminiscenses, matching the quaint
old Kenyon prints with which he had regaled the company.
Mr. Cass, a grandson of General Lewis Cass, said : " I want to
assure our President here that, from an observation of twenty years or
more among the alumni of Chicago and the Northwest, they are thoroughly loyal to Kenyon College. Unfortunately my boys are all girls ;
however, if Kenyon will introduce
my daughters shall go
there. I rejoice that the President of Kenyon College is a young
man, one who has accomplished so much for Kenyon College, and who
is, I am sure, armed and equipped to produce as great, resulls in the

lander F. Chase, Rev. Geo.

n

re-embodim-

co-educati-

ent

on,

future."
Mr. Mayo said that "Kenyon's President is ideal, his words of
weight become the House of Bishops, and yet he is equally one of the
boys.
Cries, ' Peirce
Ad multos annos!' Alas, I have not even
girls; but my intentions are good." Laughter.
Much regret was expressed at the absence of Rt. Rev. Ur. White,
detained at the last moment in Indianapolis.
Severe but, happily,
temporary illness compelled Rev. G. W. Mead, of 8t. Michael's
Church, to leave the company.
Before adjournment officers were elected by the association for
the ensuing year, as follows : President, Wm. P. Elliott ; Vice President, Henry J. Peet; Secretary, F. W. Ilarnwell; Executive Committee, M. A. Mayo, W. II. Strong and C. M. Poague.
Those present were : Rev. Wm. F. Peirce, President of Kenyon ;
C. M. Sturges. George W. Cass, Philander F. Chase, Henry J. Peet,
H. G. Chase, Chas. M. Poague, Rev. Henry E. Chase, of Delalield,
!
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Elliott, Rev. Samuel J. French, of St. James' Church;
F. W.
S. Ringold Iluyett, W. II. Strong, Rev. George W. Mead,
Mayo,
A.
Martin
A.
Oliver,
Ernest
W.
Pratt,
Ilarnwell, Rev. George
Wis.; Wm. P.

Schultz.
This evening President Peirce was entertained by Mr. and Mrs.
Geo. W. Oass at their mansion, 2715 Michigan boulevard.
B. V. U.

dlumni Hotes.
honor to the son of an old alumnus,

are glad to hear of the
WE Samuel
Marfield, '64. We clip the following from the Knoxville

Sentinel:
re-elect-

ed

"The directors of the City National Bank then met and
the president and vice president. A new cashier was to be

chosen and this responsible position fell to the lot of Mr. William T.
Marfield, who has held a clerkship in the institution for the past three
years. Mr. Marfield is an excellent young man in every respect, and
is, perhaps, the youngest bank cashier in the South, being only twenty-siyear of age."
" W'illiam R. Gill, one of the best known young men in
x.
Cleveland, died yesterday morning at the residence of his parents,
Mr. and Mrs. John Gill, No. 1030 Cedar avenue, of acute Bright's disease. The announcement of the death of Mr. Gill will be a shock to
lie was one of the most popular
a host of his friends in Cleveland.
in social, musical and amawas
and
city,
prominent
in
the
young men
of
secretary
was
the Fox Lake Coal Comcircles.
lie
teur theatrical
into a business man of
developing
of
promise
every
had
and
pany,
the first order. Mr. Gill was educated at Kenyon College and Cornell
University. He belonged to the class of '91 in that institution."
Cleveland Plaindealer.
'92. The Rev. Lewis E. Durr, of Dresden, Ohio, paid a welcome
visit to his friends in Gambier. January 15.
and brought
"96. E. R. Wilson visited Gambier, January
M.
K.
A.
for
Evans,
the
a
from Marion new cadet,
'96. Bert Barber, of Wauseau, Ohio, spent Sunday, January 10,
visiting Gambier friends.
x

'91-E-

6--

8,
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College.

Senior Class held its annual election January 12, which reTHEsulted
as follows
President, Harry B.Sawyer; Vice President,
:

Robert Grosser; Secretary, A. J. Oommins; Treasurer, W. A. Grier.
Toastmaster, D. LeBaron Goodwin; Historian, Clarence E. Doan;
Poet, Arthur H. Brook.
The very Rev. Dean Williams, of Trinity Cathedral, Cleveland,
preached two able sermons at the College Church, Jan. 17, which were
very much enjoyed and appreciated by the students. They were not
concerned with themes of doctrine, but dealt simply and candidly
life.
with the practical questions of every-day

Prof. L. II. Ingham is conducting a class in fancy club swinging in
the gymnasium.
The College men were very pleasantly entertained at a library
party, given by the young ladies of Harcourt, January 16.
Indoor tennis is one of the features inaugurated in the gymnasium.
H. B. Sawyer spent a part of his Christmas vacation

at Lisbon,

Ohio.

College students who have been rooming in Bexley Hall have
been compelled to change their quarters to u Old Kenyon."
The Dramatic Club has been revived and active work begun

under the management of D. L. B. Goodwin. While there does not
seem to be as great a variety of talent here as there was last year, yet
what there is seems to be good, and the manager promises a
first-clas-

s

minstrel show for March and an " opera " of the first order for Commencement.
E. G. Lewis, of Trinidad, W. I., and W. H. Samburg, of Toledo,
Ohio, are among the new students who have entered College this term,
A very pleasant reception was given at the parish house Wednesday evening, January 13. by the rector of the parish. The young
ladies of the church served an excellent lunch and a general good
time was reported by all.

K. M. A.
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At a meeting; of the Executive Committee, January 13, Goodwin,
'97, was elected Manager of the Dramatic Club, and Stanbury, '98,
Manager of the Track Team for he season of '97. At this meeting
Southworlh, '98, presented his resignation from the Committee. No
one has yet, been elected to succeed hiin.
Dr. Fierce made an extended trip, January 9 to 20, on business
relating to the College. While away he attended the banquet of the
Chicago Alumni Association.
I

k. m. a.

o

WING to the season of the year there is at present no news of
any importance in regard to athletics, but in the next issue
we hope to have quite a column representing K. M. A.
The correspondent, linding his school duties arranged in such a
manner as to interfere with his work for the K. M. A. department, it
was deemed advisable to elect a corps of assistants.
Upon the advice
of the Collegian Board a meeting was called the evening of the 16th,
and by the vote of the cadets who subscribe for the Collegian,
the following officers were elected: Editor
W. A. Moore,
Jr.; Athletic and Social, W. II. Brown; Personal, O. A. Wells. It is
hoped by the election of these assistants that the pages of the Collegian devoted to the K. M. A. lnay be amply filled.
Gymnasium work has been substituted in place ot drill for four
afternoons a week during the winter term. The cadets drill on Monday afternoon and have inspection on Thursday morning. It is believed that the work of the present, term in the gymnasium will be
most beneficial under the able management of Mr. Williams and Mr.
Ayer.
Most of the old boys are back from their Christmas vacation, and
one and all report a most excellent time.
We are glad to see the Academy has entered upon its
the names of so many new cadets. We have quite an unusual number for the time of year. Among those who entered after Christmas
are: William M. Wells, Greenfield, Iud.; Ed. Jarecki, Sandusky, 0.;
in-Chie-

f,

roll-ca-

ll
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Chas. Maigne, Cincinnati, O.; Daniel Evans, Marion, O.; Thomas
Hutchinson, Evansville, Intl.; William W. Wyant, Canton, O.
Mr. Ilines paid the Academy a short visit a few days ago. We
are always glad to see Mr. Ilines, who will always be remembered as
a most popular master.
Mrs. Chickering visited her son George on his return from his
Christmas vacation.
Cadet F. C. Brown visited his father in Columbus during the
week of Jan. 17th, '97.

fjarcourt.
BILLINGSLEY entertained
M 1SSHerndon
and Ilaye at her home

the Misses Duncan, Wallis,
in Lisbon during the holidays.
Miss Annie Yager spent the vacation with Miss Blake, of Cincinnati; and Miss Valet, in Bucyrus, at the home of Miss Angell.
Miss Rust has just returned from a three weeks' visit with Miss
Marion Austin, of Chicago, a former Ilarcourt student.
Miss Kinney and Miss Stivers were late in returning, the former on
account of the illness, and the latter on account of the death of her
mother.
Miss Swan and Miss Magruder are both prevented, by illness,
from returning.
Miss Emma Hibbard, of Port Clinton, is a welcome addition to
our number, and Miss Newberry, of Michigan, and Miss Johnson, of
Mt. Vernon, are expected a little later.
Mr. Hills has been away for the past week attending a meeting of
Convocation
in Ashland, Kentucky. He expects to return with
the
two new boys for the Academy.

The impromptu library party given here on the 18th appeared in
every way to be most enjoyable. The costumes were well gotten up
considering the shortness of the time, and a wonderful amount of
originality was displayed. After the masks were taken off a pleasant
hour or more was spent in dancing. The prize for the greatest number of correct guesses, a book, was awarded to Miss Cora Lee Fisher.

